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PONTYPOOL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1966 

Area  of  District  15,907  acres 

Rateable  Value  (1.4.’66)  £1,138,675 


Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate  (1.4. ’66)  £4,722 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1.4.’66)  12,968 

Number  of  Council  houses  built  during  1966  177 

Population  (Estimated  mid-1966)  38,330 

Number  of  live  birth  (1966)  603 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 15.7 

Number  of  illegitimate  live  births  35 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  5.8% 

Number  of  stillbirths  11 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  ...  17.9 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  614 

Number  of  infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  ...  11 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births — total  ...  18.2 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

— legitimate  17.6 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

— illegitimate  28.6 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per 

1,000  live  births) 14.9 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  11.6 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  29.3 

Number  of  maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  ...  NIL 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still- 
births   NIL 

Number  of  deaths  (1966)  508 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  13.3 


Year 

Births 

1952 

699 

1953 

683 

1954 

628 

1955 

563 

1956 

571 

1957 

593 

1958 

623 

1959 

569 

1960 

587 

1961 

649 

1962 

632 

1963 

675 

1964 

661 

1965 

694 

1966 

603 

Deaths 

Natural  Inc 

507 

192 

466 

217 

480 

148 

510 

53 

543 

78 

475 

118 

461 

162 

471 

98 

498 

89 

517 

132 

481 

151 

512 

163 

501 

160 

467 

227 

508 

95 
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PONTYPOOL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Councillors: 

Chairman  : Mrs.  M.  Strickland,  j.p. 
Vice-Chairman  : N.  Townsend 

Wards: 


Garndiffaith: 

G.  Miles 
G.  W.  Morris 
N.  Townsend 

Snatchwood: 

S.  W.  Ball 
Mrs.  G.  Evans 
E.  H.  Parker 

Pontypool: 

J.  H.  Evans 
G.  M.  Day 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Prosser 
Mrs.  M.  Strickland,  j.p. 

Griffithstown: 

C.  J.  R.  Irving 
R.  E.  Moore 


Abersychan: 

W.  C.  Chivers 
Mrs.  V.  M.  Gullick 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Robinson 

Wainfelin: 

W.  R.  Evans 
H.  J.  Rosser 

G.  R.  Trim,  j.p. 

Pontymoile: 

W.  L.  Jackson,  m.m.,  b.e.m. 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Lee,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 

Sebastopol: 

H.  Bullimore 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Moore 


New  Inn: 

A.  C.  Jones,  County  Councillor 
J.  W.  Haycock 

Council  Meeting-Last  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  6 p.m. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


The  Public  Health  Committee  is  a major  Committee  and  is 
comprised  of  all  Members  of  the  Council 

Chairman:  Councillor  H.  J.  Rosser 
Public  Health  Committee  Meeting  : 

Tuesday  following  the  first  Monday  in  each  month.  ( August  excepted) 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  . . F.  J.  Hallinan,  m.b.e.  (Mil.), 

M.B.,  B.ch.,  B.A.O.  (N.U.I.), 
d.p.h.  (Wales). 

Official  Address:  Municipal  Offices,  Pontypool. 

Telephone:  Pontypool  341 1 (Ext.  40). 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  . . J.  M.  Williams,  m.a.p.h.i. 
Official  Address:  Municipal  Offices,  Pontypool. 

Telephone:  Pontypool  3411  (Ext.  41). 

District  Public  Health  Inspector. . B.  Gilford,  m.r.s.i.,  a.m.i.s.e. 

M.R.I.P.H.  & H. 


District  Public  Health  Inspector . . 
District  Public  Health  Inspector . . 
Student  Public  Health  Inspector. . 

Enforcement  Officer 
Clerk  to  the  Department 
Clerk  / Typist 


J.  M.  Jones,  Cert,  r.s.i. 

D.  H.  Thomas,  Cert,  p.h.i.e.b. 
D.  K.  Seabourne 

(Appointed  6.10.’65) 

J.  K.  Craik,  Esq. 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Davies 
Miss  L.  C.  Porter 


The  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  District  Inspector  D.  H. 
Thomas  possess  the  Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate. 


OTHER  COUNCIL  OFFICIALS 


Clerk  to  the  Council  . . 
Deputy  Clerk 
Treasurer  and  Accountant 

Engineer  and  Surveyor 

Architect 

Parks  Superintendent  . . 
Housing  Officer 


H.  Cook,  Esq.  (Solicitor) 
A.  E.  Luffman,  Esq. 

E.  A.  Keeley,  Esq., 

A.I.M.T.A. 

W.  Brown,  Esq., 

A.M.I.MUN.E.,  A.M.I.C.E. 

A.  Y.  Pitts,  Esq., 

A.R.I.B.A.,  A.I.Arb. 

W.  R.  Dadge,  Esq. 

F.INST.P.A., 

D.  S.  Thomas,  Esq. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  PONTYPOOL 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1966, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Pontypool  Urban  District  Council. 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I wish  to  submit  for  your  information  my  annual  public  health 
report  for  your  district  for  the  year  1966. 

The  report  is,  as  usual,  compiled  to  comply  with  Regulation 
15(5)  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959,  and  meets 
the  requirements  laid  down  in  circular  1/67  (Wales)  dated  2nd 
January,  1967,  from  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 


General  Comments 


The  year  1966  was  an  eventful  one  for  this  district  as  regards 
notifiable  infectious  disease  and,  apart  from  being  an  epidemic  one 
for  measles,  we  were  unfortunate  enough  to  have  an  outbreak  of 
smallpox  (variola  minor)  during  the  month  of  June,  when  eight 
cases  were  ascertained.  This  outbreak  threw  a tremendous  strain 
on  all  personnel  involved  and  required  practically  the  total  time  of 
all  members  of  the  department  for  several  weeks.  However,  the 
outbreak  was  totally  contained  due  to  the  action  taken  and  a 
measure  of  good  fortune  which  is  always  needed  in  such  circum- 
stances. The  first  case  came  to  light  on  June  11th,  the  last  cases 
were  admitted  to  hospital  on  June  18th,  all  cases  were  discharged 
from  hospital  by  July  9th  and  international  clearance  was  given  to 
the  district  on  July  18th.  This  is  none  other  than  a success  story. 


The  progress  with  slum  clearance  for  the  year,  despite  the 
preoccupation  with  smallpox  for  some  of  us  for  several  weeks,  was 
again  excellent  and  125  unfit  properties  were  officially  represented 
in  clearance  areas  or  as  individual  unfit  houses  not  considered 
capable  of  being  made  fit  at  a reasonable  cost.  The  total  of  unfit 
houses  represented  in  this  urban  district  since  1956  to  date  has 
reached  the  enviable  total  of  1,206,  and  1,109  have  already  been 
made  the  subject  of  confirmed  clearance  orders  or  had  demolition 
or  closing  orders  placed  on  them.  No  public  health  department  with 
comparable  staff  in  Wales  has  attained  this  success  in  this  time 
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The  result  of  one  of  the  public  inquiries  held  during  the  year 
on  an  objection  made  in  the  case  of  one  of  our  clearance  orders 
was  received  during  the  compilation  of  this  report  and  the  outcome 
was  difficult  to  understand.  The  houses  in  this  order  comprised  a 
short  row  of  obsolete  properties  whose  estimated  age  was  at  least 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years.  One  house  in  the  row  was  taken  out 
of  the  order  by  the  inquiry  inspector  as  it  was  apparently  considered 
to  be  fit  by  him.  This  property  consisted  of  two  ground-floor  rooms 
and  two  bedrooms  and,  while  disrepair  was  not  a major  point  in 
the  local  authority’s  case  for  unfitness,  it  was  considered  that  there 
were  enough  serious  defects  in  aggregate  apart  from  this  to  include 
the  house  in  the  order  as  being  unfit.  This  house  had  one  ground- 
floor  room  with  a ceiling  height  of  less  than  6'  6",  while  one  bed- 
room also  had  a ceiling  height  of  less  than  6'  6",  the  second  bed- 
room’s ceiling  height  was  on  average  5'  2”  and  4'  1"  at  its  lowest. 
These  bedrooms  intercommunicated  and  were  approached  by  a 
dangerous  stone-winder  stairway  with  worn  treads  and  no  handrail. 
There  was  no  ventilated  pantry  provided.  The  sanitary  convenience 
was  outside  and  shared  with  the  adjoining  property.  There  was  no 
means  of  access  to  the  drainage  (which  was  on  the  ground  of  the 
adjoining  property)  for  inspection  and  maintenance  purposes.  This 
would  appear  to  give  recognition  to  the  acceptance  officially  of  a 
very  low  standard  in  housing  more  reminiscent  of  the  19th  rather 
than  the  second  part  of  the  20th  century.  However,  it  is  not  proposed 
to  lower  our  standards  in  this  area  in  the  face  of  this  unfortunate 
decision. 

It  is  noted  that  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1966  there  were 
93  houses  demolished  or  closed  in  the  Pontypool  Urban  District 
as  against  a figure  of  376  for  all  local  authorities  in  the  county  of 
Monmouthshire  for  the  same  period.  This  means  that  Pontypool 
Urban  District  accounted  for  24.7%,  or  a quarter  of  all  these  unfit 
properties.  It  is  also  noted  that  for  the  same  period  for  unfit  pro- 
perties in  confirmed  orders  no  fewer  than  22  houses  out  of  a total  of 
42  houses  for  the  whole  of  Monmouthshire  were  accounted  for  by 
Pontypool.  These  figures  are  taken  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  publication,  “ Local  Housing  Statistics  for 
England  and  Wales  No.  1,  January,  1967.” 

This  district  is  still  without  the  benefit  of  a fluoridated  public 
water  supply,  but  the  imminent  creation  of  a water  board  for  the 
whole  county  should  facilitate  the  provision  of  a supply  containing 
the  recommended  1 p.p.m.  and  thus  provide  the  children  with  this 
very  valuable  preventive  measure  against  dental  decay  which  they 
have  so  far  been  denied. 
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Physical  Features 

The  Pontypool  Urban  District  is  situated  on  the  eastern  out- 
crop of  the  South  Wales  Coalfield  and  occupies  an  area  of  15,907 
acres.  The  mining  areas  of  the  district  are  in  general  away  from  the 
centres  of  population. 

The  altitude  varies  from  1,789  feet  above  sea  level  at  Mynydd 
Varteg  Fawr  in  the  Abersychan  Parish  to  178.7  feet  above  sea  level 
at  the  Sor,  Cwmbwrrwch,  in  the  Panteg  Parish.  The  altitude  at  the 
Town  Hall  is  431  feet  above  sea  level.  The  populated  portion  of 
the  district  is  mainly  contained  in  a narrow  valley. 


General  Statistics  and  Industries 

Census  population  1921 — 44,831 

Census  population  1931 — 43,910  (22,723  males  and  21,186  females) 
Census  population  1951—42,703  (21,242  males  and  21,461  females) 
Census  population  1961—39,930  (19,930  males  and  20,103  females) 
Estimated  population  mid- 1966  = 38,330. 

The  yearly  estimate  of  the  district’s  population  by  the  Registrar 
General  has  shown  a steady  downward  trend  over  the  years  which 
has  not  yet  levelled  off. 

1955— 41,660 

1956 —  41,280 

1957— 40,610 

1958— 40,290 

1959— 40,020 

1960 —  39,720  These  estimates  show  a drop  of 

1961 —  39,710  3,330  in  population  since  1955 

1962— 39,750 

1963— 39,280 

1964— 39,000 

1965— 38,720 

1966— 38,330 


The  main  heavy  industries  in  the  district  include  coal  mining 
the  manufacture  of  stainless  steel  and  glass-making.  The  main  light 
industries  'delude  the  manufacture  of  nylon  yarn,  the  making  of 
soft  toys  and  photographic  processing. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 


TABLE  I.  Showing  the  yearly  number  of  live  births,  estimated 
mid-year  population  and  birth  rate  per  1,000  popula- 
tion for  this  district  since  1959. 


YEAR 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

Number  of 
live  births 

603 

694 

661 

675 

632 

649 

587 

569 

Estimated 

mid-year 

population 

38,330 

38,720 

39,000 

39,280 

39,750 

39,710 

39,720 

40,020 

Birth  rate  per 
1,000 

population 

15-7 

180 

16  9 

17-2 

15  9 

16-3 

14-8 

14-2 

There  were  603  live  births  assigned  to  this  district  for  1966, 
which  comprised  328  males  and  275  females,  a decrease  of  some 
91  live  births  on  the  previous  year  and  the  lowest  since  1960.  These 
live  births  contained  35  (19  males  and  16  females)  illegitimate  births 
and  568  (309  males  and  259  females)  legitimate  births. 

The  natural  increase  (excess  of  births  over  deaths)  for  the 
district  for  the  year  was  95,  as  compared  with  227  for  1965  and 
160  for  1964. 

The  stillbirths  assigned  to  the  district  for  1966  numbered  11 
(5  males  and  6 females)  and  of  these  2 (both  females)  were  of 
illegitimate  birth. 

The  stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  for  the 
year  was  17.9  as  compared  with  a rate  of  20.0  for  Monmouthshire. 

The  live  birth  rate  of  15.7  per  1,000  population  is  the  lowest 
since  1960. 

The  local  birth  rate  of  15.7  must  be  multiplied  by  a factor  of 
1.11  to  give  an  adjusted  rate  of  17.4,  which  is  then  comparable 
with  the  national  birth  rate  for  this  year  of  17.7. 
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TABLE  II.  Showing  the  births  registered  in  and  allocated  to  this 
district  for  1966  according  to  sex,  month  and 
quarter  of  occurrence,  together  with  the  inward 
transferable  births. 


Month 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Quarterly 

Births 

January 

15 

16 

31 

February  . . 

19 

14 

33 

l 101 

March 

22 

15 

37 

1 

April 

22 

9 

31 

) 

May 

7 

9 

16 

93 

June 

26 

20 

46 

July 

15 

14 

29 

\ 

August 

8 

12 

20 

• 91 

September  . . 

24 

18 

42 

October 

20 

16 

36 

] 

November  . . 

18 

19 

37 

- 98 

December  . . 

15 

10 

25 

Totals 

211 

172 

383 

383 

Inward  transferable 
births 

117 

103 

2: 

>0 

Grand  Totals 
for  the  year 

328 

275 

603 

Comparative  Birth  Rates — 1966 

Pontypool  Urban  District  17 

Monmouthshire  Administrative  County  17 

England  and  Wales  ’ 17' 


(Adjusted) 

(Adjusted) 

(Provisional) 
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TABLE  III.  Showing  the  yearly  number  of  deaths,  estimated 
mid-year  population,  and  the  death  rate  per  1,000 
population  for  this  district  since  1959, 


YEAR 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

Number  of 
deaths 

508 

467 

501 

512 

481 

517 

498 

471 

Estimated 

mid-year 

population 

38,330 

38,720 

39,000 

39,280 

39,750 

39,710 

39,720 

40,020 

Death-rate 
per  1,000 
population 

13  3 

121 

12-8 

130 

121 

13  0 

12-5 

118 

The  deaths  assigned  to  this  district  for  1966  numbered  508 
(300  males  and  208  females),  which  shows  an  increase  of  41  over 
those  for  the  previous  year.  The  crude  death  rate  for  the  year  was 
13.3  per  1,000  population. 

These  deaths  are  allocated  to  cause  and  sex  group  in  Table  V. 

The  cancers  caused  99  deaths  (63  males  and  36  females),  or 
20%  of  the  total  deaths  for  the  year.  Cancer  of  the  lung  and 
bronchus  caused  25  deaths  (22  males  and  3 females),  compared 
with  18  deaths  in  1965  and  26  deaths  in  1964. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  caused  264  deaths  (137 
males  and  127  females),  or  52%  of  the  total  deaths. 

No  death  was  assigned  to  maternal  causes  during  the  year. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  claimed  1 death  (a  male),  as  compared 
with  9 deaths  in  1965. 

The  respiratory  diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis  and  cancer) 
caused  75  deaths  (58  males  and  17  females)  during  the  year,  or  14% 
of  the  total  deaths  for  the  year. 

The  local  crude  death  rate  of  13.3  can  be  compared  with  the 
national  rate  of  11.7  if  the  local  rate  is  first  multiplied  by  the  factor 
of  1.06  to  give  an  adjusted  local  rate  of  14.1. 
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TABLE  IV.  Showing  the  deaths  registered  in  and  allocated  to 
this  district  for  1966,  according  to  sex,  month  and 
quarter  of  occurrence,  together  with  inward  trans- 
ferable deaths. 


Month 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Quarterly 

deaths 

January 

21 

11 

32 

February  . . 

15 

17 

32 

119 

March 

32 

23 

55 

j 

April 

13 

14 

27 

) 

May 

19 

6 

25 

81 

June 

20 

9 

29 

July 

18 

10 

28 

August 

12 

20 

32 

7 • 

r ' ' 

September 

12 

7 

19 

1 

October 

16 

18 

34 

| 

November  . . 

30 

13 

43 

110 

December  . . 

18 

15 

33 

Totals 

226 

163 

389 

389 

Inward  transferable 
deaths  . . 

74 

45 

119 

Grand  Total 
for  the  year 

300 

208 

508 

1 ^vaui  ivaics 1700 

Pontypool  Urban  District  ...  14  1 (Adm*ted\ 

Monmouthshire  Administrative  County  ' 13  6 f Ad  listed^ 
Eng, and  and  Wales  y "i  111  S) 
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TABLE  V.  Showing  the  deaths  from  all  causes,  infant  deaths, 
births  and  stillbirths  allocated  to  this  district  for  1966! 


Causes  of  death 

Male 

Female 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other. . 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  . . 

1 

— 

4.  Diphtheria 

. 

5.  Whooping  cough  . . 

_ 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 



7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles  . . 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . . 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

12 

5 

1 1 . Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . . 

22 

3 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

8 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . . 



4 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

26 

15 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleuksemia 

3 

1 

16.  Diabetes  . . 

3 

1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

27 

30 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

80 

44 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

7 

20.  Other  heart  diseases 

19 

36 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases 

10 

10 

22.  Influenza  . . 

1 

23.  Pneumonia 

11 

8 

24  Bronchitis 

36 

5 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . 

10 

4 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 



27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

— 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

2 

1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

20 

20 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

— 

34.  All  other  accidents  . . 

5 

3 

35.  Suicide 

2 

2 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

Total  All  Causes 

300 

208 

Deaths  in  infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 
Legitimate 

5 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

2 

Total 

5 

6 

Births  Total 

328 

275 

Legitimate 

309 

259 

Illegitimate 

19 

16 

Still  births — Total 

5 

6 

Legitimate 

5 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

2 

Estimated  population  - mid  1966  = 38,330 
(for  calculation  of  birth  and  death  rates). 
Comparability  factors  : Births  Deaths 


Ml 


12 


106 


TABLE  VI.  Showing  the  deaths  registered  in  and  allocated  to 
this  district  for  1966  in  quinquennial  age  groups 
and  by  sex. 


Age  last  birthday 

Males 

Females 

Total 

0-4 

c Q 

7 

4 

11 

J—y 

10-14 







15-19 

2 

— 

2 

20-24 

1 

— 

1 

25-29 

— 

— 



30-34 

2 

— 

2 

35-39 

4 

1 

5 

40-44 

5 

3 

8 

45-49 

9 

10 

19 

50-54 

15 

10 

25 

55-59 

29 

9 

38 

60-64 

42 

25 

67 

65-69 

43 

17 

60 

70-74 

63 

36 

99 

75-79 

29 

28 

57 

80-84 

27 

34 

61 

85-89 

13 

23 

36 

90-94 

8 

6 

14 

95  and  over  . . 

1 

2 

3 

All  ages 

300 

208 

508 

The  above  table  indicates  that  330  (184  males  and  146  females) 
reached  the  age  of  65  years  at  death,  or  65%  of  the  total  deaths. 

. aSe,  of  75  years  at  death  was  attained  by  171  (78  males 
and  93  females),  or  33.7%  of  the  total  deaths. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


TABLE  VII.  Showing  the  yearly  number  of  infant  deaths,  live 
births,  etc.,  for  this  district  since  1959. 


Year 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

Number  of  deaths 
in  infants  under 
1 year 

11 

14 

16 

20 

20 

15 

15 

19 

Number  of  live 
births 

603 

694 

661 

675 

632 

649 

587 

569 

Infant  mortality 
rate 

18-2 

20-2 

24-2 

29-6 

31-7 

23-1 

256 

33-4 

There  were  1 1 infant  deaths  (6  males  and  5 females)  allocated 
to  this  district  for  1966  by  the  Registrar  General,  but  only  10  infant 
deaths  (6  males  and  4 females)  could  be  accounted  for  locally  from 
the  figures  supplied  by  the  local  registrars  and  from  the  inward 
transfers. 

One  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  a female  infant  of  illegitimate 
birth. 

Of  the  10  infant  deaths  accountable  for  locally  9 occurred  in 
hospital  and  one  at  home. 

Prematurity  was  the  main  single  cause  of  infant  death,  and 
5 were  placed  under  this  category. 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  is  an  improvement  of  3 over  the 
previous  year  and  the  lowest  yet  recorded  for  this  district. 

The  infant  deaths  for  the  year  are  allocated  to  the  various 
causes  and  in  age  groups  in  Table  VIII. 

The  local  infant  mortality  rate  of  18.2  per  1,000  live  births 
compares  very  favourably  with  the  national  rate  of  19.0  and  a rate 
of  25.0  for  Monmouthshire. 
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TABLE  VIII.  Showing  the  infant  deaths  (i.e.  deaths  in  infants 
under  one  year  of  age)  assigned  to  this  district  for 
1966  by  cause  and  in  age  groups. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 
1 week 

1—2 

weeks 

2-3 

weeks 

3—4 

weeks 

Total  under 
1 month 

1—3 

months 

3—6 

months 

6—9 

months 

9—12 

months 

Total  deaths 
under 
1 year 

Prematurity  

5 

1 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1 

1 

1 

Rhesus  incompatibility 
Multiple  congenital  defects 
and  pneumonia 
Gastro-enteritis  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Broncho  pneumonia  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

All  Causes  . . 

7 

1 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

2 

— 

10 

TABLE  IX.  Showing  the  infant  mortality  rates  for  England  and 
Wales,  Monmouthshire  County  and  Pontypool 
Urban  District  since  1954. 


Year 

England  and 

Wales  Monmouthshire 

Pontypool 

U.D. 

1954 

25.4 

39.7 

49.3 

1955 

24.9 

33.9 

35.5 

1956 

23.7 

29.0 

26.3 

1957 

23.1 

31.0 

34.4 

1958 

22.6 

25.8 

25.7 

1959 

22.2 

27.2 

33.4 

1960 

21.9 

25.5 

25.6 

1961 

21.6 

28.0 

23.1 

1962 

21.6 

25.0 

31.7 

1963 

21.1 

25.6 

29.6 

1964 

19.9 

28.6 

24.2 

1965 

19.0 

21.2 

20.2 

1966 

19.0 

25.0 

18.2 
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TABLE  X.  Showing  the  number  of  inquests  during  1966  on 
persons  belonging  to  this  district  and  the  causes 
of  death. 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Female 

Total 

Road  accident — driver 

1 

— 

1 

Accidental  falls 

1 

1 

2 

Broncho-pneumonia  and  pneumoconiosis 

1 

— 

1 

Suicide — ingestion  of  hair  tonic 

1 

— 

1 

Suicide — coal  gas  poisoning 

1 

— 

1 

Suicide — barbiturate  poisoning 

— 

2 

2 

Suicide — barbiturates  and  alcohol  poisoning 

— 

1 

1 

Emphysema 

1 

— 

1 

Bronchopneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

Cancer  of  lung 

1 

— 

1 

Infected  coal  workers’  pneumoconiosis 

1 

— 

1 

Barbiturate  poisoning — misadventure 

1 

1 

2 

Barbiturate  and  alcohol  poisoning 

— misadventure 

1 

— 

1 

Inhalation  bronchopneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

All  Causes 

12 

5 

17 

The  road  accident  death  referred  to  a male  aged  20  years. 

Accidental  falls  claimed  two  victims,  a male  aged  79  years 
and  a female  aged  77  years. 

Suicide  claimed  5 deaths,  two  males  aged  36  and  44  years  and 
three  females  aged  48,  54  and  59  years. 

The  three  deaths  assigned  to  misadventure  involved  two  males 
aged  40  and  70  years  and  one  female  aged  46  years. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


The  notifications  of  notifiable  diseases  received  from  general 
practitioners,  hospital  medical  officers  and  chest  physicians  during 
the  year  are  shown  in  age  and  sex  groups  in  Tables  XIV  and  XVI. 

The  district  has  now  been  fourteen  consecutive  years  free  from 
any  notification  of  diphtheria,  but  this  satisfactory  state  does  not 
mean  that  there  should  be  any  relaxation  in  the  maintenance  of  a 
high  level  of  immunisation  in  the  child  population.  Adequate  pro- 
vision is  made  in  the  district  to  enable  this  situation  to  be  met. 

TABLE  XI.  Showing  completed  courses  of  primary  immunisation 
and  re-inforcing  doses  given  to  those  under  16  years 
in  this  district  during  1966. 


Type  of  vaccine 
or  dose 

Year  of  Birth 

Others 
under  age 
16  years 

Total 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1959-62 

1.  Triple  DTP 

2.  Diphtheria  / 

117 

224 

33 

20 

19 

3 

416 

Pertussis 

3.  Diphtheria  / Tetanus 



4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Pertussis 

6.  Tetanus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

23 

23 

1 + 2+ 3 + 4 (Diphtheria) 
1 + 2+5  (Whooping 

117 

224 

33 

20 

19 

3 

416 

Cough) 

1 + 3 + 6 (Tetanus) 

117 

117 

224 

224 

33 

33 

20 

20 

19 

19 

3 

26 

416 

439 

RE-INFORCING  DOSES 

1.  Triple  DTP 

2.  Diphtheria  / 

1 

25 

165 

35 

259 

— 

485 

Pertussis 

3.  Diphtheria  / Tetanus 

" 

— 

— 

4.  Diphtheria 



— 

5.  Pertussis 

' 

— 

— 

6.  Tetanus 



— 

— 

— 



— 

6 

6 

1 + 2 + 3 + 4 (Diphtheria) 
1 + 2+5  (Whooping 

1 

25 

165 

35 

259 

— 

485 

Cough) 

1 + 3 + 6 (Tetanus) 

1 

1 

25 

25 

165 

165 

35 

35 

259 

259 

6 

485 

491 
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TABLE  XII.  Showing  the  number  of  vaccinations  against  small- 
pox carried  out  in  the  district  during  1966. 


Age 

at  date  of 
vaccination 

I Number  of  persons 
vaccinated 
(or  re-vaccinated) 
during  period 

II  Number  of  cases  specially  reported 
during  period 

Number 

vaccinated 

Number 

re- 

vaccinated 

(a) 

Generalised 

vaccinia 

(b) 

Post- 

vaccinal 

encephalo- 

myelitis 

(c) 

Death  from 
complica- 
tions of 
vaccination 
other  than 
(a)  & (b) 

0-3  months 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3-6  months 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6-9  months 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9-12  months 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 year 

156 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2-4  years 

155 

8 

— 

— 

— 

5-15  years 

40 

125 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

358 

133 

— 

— 

— 

The  response  to  vaccination  against  smallpox  more  than 
doubled  for  primary  vaccinations  over  the  previous  year,  but  this 
was  no  doubt  boosted  by  an  outbreak  of  variola  minor  in  the  district 
during  the  year,  which  no  doubt  also  accounted  for  the  increased 
number  of  re- vaccinations  in  the  5 — 15  year  age  group. 

The  response  to  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping 
cough  and  tetanus  was  fairly  satisfactory  for  the  year. 
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SMALLPOX— VARIOLA  MINOR 


At  noon  on  Saturday,  11th  June,  1966,  I received,  in  a tele- 
phone message  from  my  colleague,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Borough  of  Newport,  Mon.,  the  news  which  every  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  hopes  will  never  come  his  way  during  his  career, 
that  of  a smallpox  outbreak  on  his  hands. 

The  news  was  that  a male  child  aged  four  months  from  the 
Trevethin  neighbourhood  of  Pontypool,  who  had  been  admitted 
by  his  family  doctor  to  Allt-yr-yn  Isolation  Hospital,  Newport,  on 
Thursday,  9th  June,  1966,  as  a case  of  chickenpox,  had  now  been 
provisionally  diagnosed  as  suffering  from  a variola  infection  on  the 
finding  of  a positive  gel-diffusion  test  for  the  vaccinia  — variola 
group  by  a Consultant  Virologist  at  Cardiff,  Dr.  A.  D.  Evans.  The 
child’s  rash  distribution  on  admission  was  considered  to  be  atypical 
chickenpox  and  some  vesicle  fluid  was  submitted  to  the  Consultant 
Virologist  on  Friday,  10th  June,  1966,  for  an  agar  gel-diffusion 
test.  A positive  report  was  made  on  Saturday,  11th  June,  but  the 
result  of  egg  culture  would  not  be  available  until  Tuesday,  14th 
June.  The  egg  culture  was  duly  reported  on  and  gave  a definite 
diagnosis  of  variola,  which  was  established  as  variola  minor.  The 
patient  was  transferred  from  strict  isolation  at  Allt-yr-yn  Hospital, 
Newport,  to  Penrhys  Smallpox  Hospital  on  Tuesday,  14th  June’ 
1966. 


The  Trevethin-Penygarn  area  of  Pontypool  consists  in  the  main 
of  council  houses  numbering  several  hundred  and  housing  some 
5,000  people.  In  the  centre  of  the  area  is  a secondary  modern  school 
and  a junior  mixed  and  infants’  school,  while  at  one  extreme  end  is 
another  junior  mixed  and  infants’  school  and  at  the  other  end  a 
grammai  school  for  girls,  drawing  its  pupils  from  a wide  area.  The 
district  is  somewhat  isolated,  being  on  one  side  of  a valley  and  over- 
looking  the  town  of  Pontypool.  There  is  a small  purpose-built  local 
health  authority  clinic  in  the  centre  of  the  district  which  proved  a 
very  useful  operational  centre  during  the  outbreak.  The  confirma- 
tion of  smallpox  in  the  Trevethin  district  was  superimposed  on  an 
epidemic  of  chickenpox,  which  had  been  occurring  in  the  area  for 
some  months,  and  this  added  to  our  difficulties. 


The  nearest  occurrence  of  smallpox  in  the  United  Kingdom 
at  the  time  was  the  extensive  outbreak  in  the  West  Midlands,  which 
had  been  smouldering  since  February  and  had  provided  some  44 
cases  up  to  the  end  of  May.  The  origin  of  the  West  Midlands  cases 
' Etd  undlsc°vered  and’  while  there  was  no  obvious  origin  to 
the  Pontypool  outbreak,  it  must  be  assumed  that  the  most  probable 
cause  was  infection  carried  from  the  Midlands  by  an  actual  case  of 
minimal  severity  or  possibly  by  infected  clothing 
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When  information  indicates  that  one  has  the  making  of  a 
smallpox  outbreak  on  hand,  the  need  for  investigation  and  ap- 
propriate action  becomes  absolutely  immediate  if  valuable  time  is 
not  to  be  lost.  Action  could  not  have  been  quicker  in  this  case 
because,  inside  half  an  hour  of  receiving  the  first  information  the 
home  of  the  index  case  was  being  visited  by  the  consultant  viro- 
logist, the  family  practitioner  and  myself  and  a medical  examina- 
tion of  the  occupants  was  being  carried  out.  On  arrival  at  the  house 
we  found  5 children  (2  males  and  3 females  aged  between  5 and 
10  years)  being  supervised  by  a 10  year  old  girl,  while  the  father 
(working  nights)  was  in  bed  and  the  mother  was  out  shopping  for 
the  weekend.  All  five  children  showed  evidence  of  a recent  chicken- 
pox-like  infection  with  the  original  case  arising  in  a boy  aged  6 
years  as  long  ago  as  the  11th  May,  1966  (case  No.  4,  Table  XIII). 
This  boy  showed  evidence  of  a good  vaccination  take  in  March, 
1962,  during  the  time  of  the  previous  smallpox  outbreak  in  South 
Wales,  and  the  brother  aged  8 years  showed  evidence  of  a success- 
ful vaccination  at  the  same  time,  as  did  the  parents.  Four  of  the 
children,  including  the  index  case  already  in  hospital,  had  not  been 
vaccinated  against  smallpox.  Material  was  taken  from  what  re- 
mained of  the  skin  lesions  of  the  five  children  and  a positive  egg 
culture  for  variola  was  obtained  in  two  of  them.  The  parents  had 
been  re-vaccinated  in  1962,  and  they  had  no  evidence  or  recent 
history  of  any  skin  lesions.  The  immediate  “ ring  vaccination  ” of 
all  identifiable  close  contacts  was  done  by  me  and  surveillance  for 
17  days  by  a health  visitor  arranged. 

A conference  was  called  at  the  Civic  Centre,  Newport,  for 
3 p.m.  on  Saturday,  11th  June,  1966,  to  co-ordinate  plans  of  action, 
and  this  was  attended  by  the  Borough  Medical  Officer  of  Newport, 
the  Medical  Member  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health,  a Medical 
Member  of  the  Welsh  Hospital  Board,  the  Consultant  Virologist, 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Monmouthshire,  and  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Pontypool.  Amongst  the  many 
decisions  taken  at  this  conference  was  one  to  acquire  material  from 
the  skin  lesions  of  all  the  known  cases  of  alleged  chicken-pox  in 
the  Trevethin  / Penygam  district  for  virological  tests. Over  the  week- 
end all  general  practitioners  in  the  district  were  contacted  and  put 
in  the  picture  with  regard  to  the  general  situation  and  their  co- 
operation sought  to  immediately  let  me  know  by  telephone  at  the 
Trevethin  Clinic  the  occurrence  of  all  cases  of  chickenpox  they 
were  called  upon  to  see  each  day.  This  arrangement  worked  ad- 
mirably and  throughout  the  outbreak  each  such  case  was  then 
visited  by  myself  and,  if  there  was  any  doubt  about  the  diagnosis, 
a member  of  the  panel  of  Smallpox  Consultants  was  called  in  for 
his  advice.  On  Monday  the  13th  June  a team  of  five  health  visitors 
under  their  supervisor  was  instructed  on  the  method  of  obtaining 
material  for  virological  tests  and  within  a short  time  specimens  were 


20 


obtained,  varying  from  vesicle  fluid  to  old  scabs,  from  some  one 
hundred  patients  who  were  notified  to  us  as  having  had  or  who  had 
just  developed  chickenpox. 

A second  conference  was  called  at  the  Civic  Centre,  Newport, 
on  Tuesday,  14th  June,  as  the  egg  culture  result  was  now  reported 
on  by  the  Consultant  Virologist  as  a definite  positive  variola  of  the 
minor  type.  There  was  no  doubt  now  but  that  we  had  a variola 
infection  in  our  midst,  that  we  might  be  only  seeing  the  tip  of  the 
iceberg  and  that  a major  outbreak  might  be  imminent.  This  con- 
ference was  attended  by  the  Borough  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  Newport,  a Medical  Officer  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
London,  the  Medical  Member  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health,  the 
Consultant  Virologist,  a member  of  the  panel  of  Smallpox  Con- 
sultants, the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Monmouthshire, 
and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Pontypool  Urban  District. 
The  conference  was  put  in  the  picture  of  the  up-to-date  situation 
by  myself  and  amongst  many  decisions  taken  the  following  were 
of  note  : — 

1-  Any  question  of  mass  vaccination  was  entirely  inappropriate 
to  the  situation  and  was  to  be  vigorously  discouraged.  We  had 
in  mind  the  chaos  in  this  respect  which  occurred  during  the 
1962  outbreak  in  South  Wales.  Any  vaccination  was  to  be 
limited  to  ‘ring  vaccination’  of  contacts  of  actual  cases,  where 
it  was  considered  advisable  by  the  District  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

2.  The  index  case  must  now  be  transferred  from  Allt-yr-yn  Isola- 
tion Hospital,  Newport,  to  Penrhys  Smallpox  Hospital. 

3.  Provision  of  a special  ambulance  for  the  removal  of  further 
cases,  which  must  inevitably  arise  in  the  near  future,  to  be 
undertaken  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

4.  No  case  to  be  admitted  to  hospital  unless  first  proved  by  viro- 
logical  tests  and  seen  by  a member  of  the  panel  of  Smallpox 
Consultants. 

5.  The  infected  clothing,  etc.,  to  be  taken  to  Allt-yr-yn  Isolation 
Hospital,  Newport,  for  disinfection.  In  this  regard  all  arrange- 
ments were  made  by  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr. 
J.  M.  Williams,  in  accordance  with  the  memorandum  on  the 
control  of  outbreaks  of  smallpox  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health.  The  actual  work  of  disinfection  of  the  homes  and 
removal  of  clothing,  etc.,  for  disinfection  was  carried  out  by 
District  Inspector,  Mr.  D.  H.  Thomas,  and  the  general  help  in 
the  Public  Health  Department,  Mr.  O.  Bishop.^In  this  regard 
also  the  Police  Superintendent  (Superintendent  J.  Haines)  was 
very  helpful  and  let  us  have  three  gas-masks  on  loan  for  the 
duration  of  the  outbreak. 
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6.  It  was  agreed  that  the  County  Medical  Officer  allocate  one  of 
his  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  to  help  the  District 
Medical  Officer  in  the  very  large  amount  of  field  work  to  be 
done  but,  unfortunately,  this  help  did  not  materialise  until  24 
days  after  the  onset.  By  this  time  the  outbreak  was  obviously 
in  hand  at  the  cost  of  an  exhausted  District  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  who  had  been  at  work  all  day  and  every  day  for  over 
three  weeks  during  daylight  hours,  only  to  be  persistently  con- 
tacted over  the  telephone  by  the  various  news  agencies,  etc., 
seeking  information  when  he  returned  to  his  home  at  night. 
However,  my  thanks  are  due  to  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  Glamorganshire  and  his  two  Senior  Assistants 
who  spent  a whole  day  examining  each  child  at  the  Penygarn 
Junior  Mixed  and  Infants’  Schools  where  seven  of  the  infected 
children  had  attended.  The  surveillance  of  the  children  in  these 
schools  was  carried  out  daily  for  three  weeks  afterwards  by 
two  health  visitors.  The  Medical  Member  of  the  Welsh  Board 
of  Health  was  also  very  helpful  and  sent  one  of  his  Medical 
Officers  for  a period  to  render  help. 

The  Consultant  Virologist  was  in  a position  to  give  the 
results  on  the  many  specimens  submitted  to  him  towards  the 
end  of  the  first  week  of  the  outbreak  and  six  positive  cultures 
were  reported.  The  details  of  all  these  cases  are  shown  in 
Table  XIII  and  further  comment  is  not  needed.  It  is  noted 
that  five  of  these  children  had  been  successfully  vaccinated 
previously,  three  just  over  4 years  ago.  No  child  appeared  to 
have  had  anything  other  than  a very  mild  illness,  except  the 
index  case.  Only  in  case  number  5,  which  was  seen  at  a fairly 
early  stage,  was  a suspicious  rash  noted  and  variola  suspected 
before  the  help  of  a positive  culture  was  available.  The  last  cases 
were  admitted  to  Penrhys  Hospital  on  June  18th,  and  sur- 
veillance of  the  known  contacts,  which  were  numerous,  was 
continued  for  the  usual  period  by  the  health  visitors  who  had 
done  a magnificent  job  and  deserve  our  grateful  thanks.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  case  number  8 was  away  in  Weymouth 
from  June  4th  to  June  12th,  and  shared  a large  tent  in  a caravan 
park  with  several  members  of  some  four  related  families  during 
the  period.  She  developed  a rash  on  June  8th  and  spent  the 
next  few  days  coming  into  contact  with  an  unknown  number 
of  people  in  and  around  that  district  before  returning  to  Ponty- 
pool.  A positive  culture  was  obtained  in  this  case  and  admis- 
sion to  hospital  took  place  on  June  18th.  No  evidence  ever 
came  to  light  to  indicate  that  any  of  her  many  contacts  at  Wey- 
mouth and  elsewhere  contracted  variola  minor.  One  child 
member  of  one  of  the  accompanying  families  living  in  an 
adjoining  district  to  Pontypool  did  develop  chickenpox  on 
returning  home. 
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In  Summary 


1.  An  outbreak  of  smallpox  (variola  minor)  occurred  on  a 
large  housing  estate  in  the  Trevethin  neighbourhood  of  Ponty- 
pool  in  June,  1966,  when  8 cases  were  ascertained. 

2.  The  8 cases  involved  5 male  and  3 female  children 
aged  between  4 months  and  10  years.  Five  had  evidence  of 
previous  successful  vaccination  and  three  had  never  been 
vaccinated. 

3.  The  outbreak  was  superimposed  on  a chickenpox  epi- 
demic which  had  been  going  on  for  some  two  months  and 
added  greatly  to  the  difficulties  of  diagnosis. 

4.  No  adults  were  found  to  be  affected,  though  a small  num- 
ber was  found  to  have  chickenpox  — one  following  home 
contact  with  an  aged  mother  suffering  from  shingles. 

5.  The  apparent  low  infectivity  of  the  disease  — consider 
case  number  8 who  developed  her  rash  in  Weymouth  and 
must  have  been  in  contact  with  many  people  who  apparently 
did  not  develop  the  disease. 

6.  The  very  mild  nature  of  the  illness,  except  in  the  index 
case.  This  could  be  accounted  for  in  the  five  vaccinated 
children. 

7.  The  successful  confinement  of  the  outbreak  within  the 
Trevethin  neighbourhood  and  the  attainment  of  international 
clearance  some  37  days  after  the  date  of  outbreak. 

8.  Only  one  person,  the  father  of  the  index  case,  was  ex- 
cluded from  work  so  that  compensation  had  to  be  paid  in 
only  one  case. 

9.  My  grateful  thanks  to  all  who  helped  me  in  any  way 
during  the  very  arduous  period  of  the  outbreak. 

I would  like  to  thank  especially  the  Chairman  of  the  Pub- 
lic Health  Committee,  Councillor  H.  J.  Rosser,  for  his  help- 
fulness during  the  outbreak. 
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TABLE  XIII.  Giving  data  of  cases  of  variola  minor  which  occurred  on  the  Trevethin  Estate  of  Pontypool  in 
the  summer  of  1966. 
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holds. 

(b)  Case  1 was  the  index  patient  in  the  outbreak. 

(c)  Case  3 was  considered  to  have  had  smallpox  on  clinical  grounds  despite  negative  diagnostic  tests. 

(d)  Case  No.  4 was  not  admitted  to  hospital,  as  his  few  remaining  scabs  were  removed  at  home,  thus  ren- 
dering him  non-infectious. 


TABLE  XIV  Showing  the  notifiable  diseases  notified  in  this  district  during  1966,  analysed  in  age  and  sex  groups 
and  giving  the  admissions  to  hospital.  (Corrected  for  diagnosis).  (Tuberculosis  excluded). 
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TABLE  XV.  Showing  the  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis)  notified  yearly  si 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  chest  clinic  for  the  district  continues  to  be  located  in  the 
town  centre  at  the  Park  Buildings.  This  clinic  is  open  on  two  whole 
days  each  week,  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays,  and  adequately  meets 
the  district’s  needs. 

There  were  three  mass  radiographic  surveys  carried  out  in 
factories  in  the  district  during  the  year  and  one  survey  at  a gram- 
mar school  following  the  notification  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in 
a pupil. 

These  surveys  gave  the  following  results  : — 

1.  Messrs.  Pilkington  Bros.  (South  Wales)  Ltd.,  Pontypool. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  number  examined  

334 

49 

383 

Total  found  to  be  abnormal  cases  ... 

4 

— 

4 

(a)  Referred  to  Chest  Physician  as 
cases  requiring  further  investigation 





(b)  Other  abnormalities  of  the  chest 

4 

— 

4 

Messrs.  I.C.I.  Fibres  Ltd.,  Pontypool. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  number  examined  3,447 

830 

4,277 

Total  found  to  be  abnormal  cases  ...  76 

2 

78 

(a)  Referred  to  Chest  Physician  as 

cases  requiring  further  investigation  1 

1 

2 

(b)  Other  abnormalities  of  the  chest  75 

1 

76 

Messrs.  H.  G.  Stone  & Co.  Ltd.,  Pontypool. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  number  examined  ...  ...  40 

228 

268 

Total  found  to  be  abnormal  cases  ...  — 

2 

2 

(a)  Referred  to  Chest  Physician  as 

cases  requiring  further  investigation  — 

2 

2 

(b)  Other  abnormalities  of  the  chest  
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4.  Abersychan  Grammar  School,  Pontypool  (Pupils  and  Staff). 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  number  examined  

179 

207 

386 

Total  found  to  be  abnormal  cases  ... 

3 

— 

3 

(a)  Referred  to  Chest  Physician  as 
cases  requiring  further  investigation 

1 

— 

1 

(b)  Other  abnormalities  of  the  chest 

2 

— 

2 

In  all,  some  5,314  persons  (4,000  males  and  1,314  females) 
attended  mass  radiographic  surveys  in  the  district  during  1966. 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis  and  Lung  Cancer  Deaths 
for  England  and  Wales  — 1966 

The  provisional  death  rate  per  million  population  for  England 
and  Wales  for  1966  for  respiratory  tuberculosis  was  43,  as  com- 
pared with  42  for  1965  and  47  for  1964. 

During  1966  the  death  rate  per  million  population  for  cancer 
of  the  lung  and  bronchus  was  562  (533  in  1965  and  535  in  1964), 
which  shows  a further  increase  in  deaths  from  this  condition. 

In  actual  figures  this  means  27,019  deaths  from  cancer  of  the 
lung  and  bronchus  and  2,090  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis 
for  1966  (the  respective  figures  for  1965  were  26,399  and  2,008 
deaths). 
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TABLE  XVI.  Showing  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  and 
the  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  during  1966,  in  age 
and  sex  groups  and  by  type  of  disease.  (Corrected 
for  diagnosis). 
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Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 
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___ 
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___ 
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45—54 
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2 

— 

— 
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65  + 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Of  the  5 cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  during  1966 
the  3 male  cases  were  found  to  have  a positive  sputum  when 
ascertained. 


The  death  due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis  referred  to  a male 
aged  74  years  who  had  been  on  the  tuberculosis  register  for  many 
years. 

The  death  due  to  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  referred  to  a 
male  aged  33  years  who  died  from  tuberculous  meningitis  follow- 
ing on  caseous  tuberculosis  of  the  spine.  This  patient  had  been  on 
the  tuberculosis  register  for  many  years. 

There  was  no  notification  received  of  any  inward  transfers  of 
persons  who  had  previously  been  ascertained  as  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  in  other  districts. 


TABLE  XVII.  Showing  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
remaining  on  the  register  at  31.12.1966. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

118 

17 

85 

14 

234 
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TABLE  XVIII  Showing  the  yearly  notifications  of  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  for  males  and  females,  and  the 
yearly  deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  since  1944.  (Corrected  for  diagnosis) 
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TABLE  XIX.  Showing  the  notification  rates  and  death  rates  for 
tuberculosis  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  mid-year 
population  for  this  district  since  1938. 


Year 

Notification  rates  per 
1 ,000  population 

Death  rates  per 
1,000  population 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1938 

109 

•42 

•52 

•07 

1939 

115 

•49 

•42 

•07 

1940 

•84 

•48 

•58 

•12 

1941 

M3 

•41 

•74 

•05 

1942 

•67 

•36 

•41 

•19 

1943 

•99 

•22 

•49 

•10 

1944 

1-34 

•26 

•55 

•07 

1945 

1-88 

•19 

•67 

•12 

1946 

•76 

•33 

•48 

•10 

1947 

•93 

•33 

•45 

•05 

1948 

101 

•33 

•50 

•09 

1949 

•73 

•16 

•56 

•05 

1950 

•84 

•12 

•19 

•04 

1951 

•92 

.18 

.26 

•02 

1952 

•90 

.17 

.21 

•09 

1953 

•42 

•12 

•12 

•02 

1954 

•55 

•07 

■12 

NIL 

1955 

•38 

•07 

•06 

NIL 

1956 

•36 

•02 

•12 

•04 

1957 

•32 

•03 

.05 

NIL 

1958 

•45 

•10 

NIL 

NIL 

1959 

•47 

■05 

.05 

NIL 

1960 

•26 

•05 

•08 

•03 

1961 

•43 

•05 

•05 

•03 

1962 

•28 

•05 

•10 

•03 

1963 

•10 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

1964 

•31 

•05 

•08 

NIL 

1965 

•28 

.02 

•03 

•05 

1966 

•13 

Nil 

•03 

•03 
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GENERAL  HOUSING  INFORMATION 

1.  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  by  the  owner 

after  informal  notice  14 

2.  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  by  the  owner 

after  formal  notice  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  37 

3.  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  formal 

notice  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957  NIL 

4.  Number  of  post-war  council  houses  completed  by 

31.12.66  2,972 

5.  Number  of  council  houses  under  construction  at 

31.12.66  374 

6.  Number  of  council  houses  completed  during  1966  ...  177 

7.  Number  of  houses  completed  by  private  enterprise 

at  31.12.66  60 

8.  Number  of  houses  under  construction  by  private 

enterprise  at  31.12.66  106 

9.  Number  of  individual  unfit  houses  represented  to  the 

Council  during  1966  91 

10.  Number  of  Closing,  Demolition  Orders  and  Under- 
takings (as  appropriate)  made  during  1966  ...  91 

11.  Number  of  Clearance  Areas  represented  to  the  Council 

during  1966  4 

12.  Number  of  houses  included  in  these  4 Clearance  Areas  34 

13.  Number  of  Clearance  Orders  and  Compulsory  Pur- 
chase Orders  confirmed  during  1966  5 

14.  Number  of  houses  included  in  these  5 Orders  ...  21 

15.  Number  of  Council-owned  houses  condemned  ...  5 

16.  Number  of  condemned  houses  still  occupied  at  31.12.66 

(approximately)  250 

17.  Number  of  applications  received  for  certificates  of  dis- 
repair under  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  during  1966  ...  NIL 

18.  Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  during  1966  NIL 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  MADE  DURING  1966 

(a)  Number  of  grants  made  during  1966  65 

(b)  Amount  of  improvement  grants  for  1966  £14,855 

(c)  Number  of  grants  made  1949-1966  inclusive  ...  ...  814 

(d)  Amount  of  improvement  grants  for  1949-1966  in- 
clusive (approx.)  £150,991 

The  65  grants  made  included  46  standard  grants  and  19  dis- 
cretionary grants. 


Tabulation  showing  slum  clearance  progress,  rehousing 
from  unfit  houses,  etc.,  since  1956 


Year 

0) 

No.  of  unfit 
houses 
represented 
yearly 

(2) 

No.  of  unfit 
houses  in 
Col.  (2) 
which  were 
vacant  when 
represented 
(3) 

No.  of  unfit 
houses 
condemned 
yearly 

(4) 

No.  of 
rehousings 
from 

condemned 

houses 

yearly 

(5) 

No.  of 
Council 
houses 
built 

each  year 
(6) 

1956 

28 

3 

33 

38 

186 

1957 

39 

4 

29 

21 

95 

1958 

51 

6 

35 

42 

64 

1959 

182 

11 

85 

62 

82 

1960 

201 

23 

245 

64 

73 

1961 

109 

5 

73 

65 

87 

1962 

132 

7 

185 

105 

178 

1963 

120 

13 

143 

46 

64 

1964 

117 

11 

68 

49 

74 

1965 

102 

3 

98 

94 

124 

1966 

125 

7 

117 

141 

177 

1956 

to 

1966 

1,206 

93 

1,111 

727 

1,204 

It  is  noted  that  unfit  houses  have  been  represented  at  the  rate 
of  118  per  year  over  the  last  10  years. 

Three  public  inquiries  were  held  during  the  year  in  the  case 
of  objections  to  clearance  orders  and  the  results  are  awaited. 

In  addition  to  the  above  represented  properties  the  Council 
are  clearing  78  Arcon  bungalows  at  New  Inn  and  60  Arcon  bun- 
galows at  Garndiffaith  which  have  finished  their  useful  life. 
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HOUSING  Return  for  year  ending  31/12/66 
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Return  for  year  ending  31/12/66 — (continued) 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937—1961 


The  following  tables  show  the  number  and  type  of  factories 
in  the  district  and  the  inspections  carried  out  during  1966  in  con- 
nection with  the  above  Acts. 

TABLE  XX.  Showing  the  number  of  factories  and  the  inspections 
thereof  for  1966. 


No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Occu- 

piers 

prose- 

cuted 

Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  enforced  by  Local 
Authority 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

113 

16 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

5 

Total 

118 

16 

— 

— 
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TABLE  XXI.  Showing  the  defects  found  in  factories  and  the 
action  taken  to  remedy  them  during  the  year. 


Number  of  defects 

Number 

of 

Prosecutions 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M.  Insp. 

Referred  by 
H.M.  Insp. 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l.) 





— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4.)  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 



(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 









_ __ 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
out-work) 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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TABLE  XXn.  Showing  the  details  of  out-workers  for  1966. 
(Sections  133  and  134). 


Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 
by  Sect. 
110(1)  (c) 
(2) 

No.  of 
Cases 
of 

default 

in 

sending 
lists 
to  the 
Council 
(3) 

No.  of 
Prose- 
cutions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
in- 
stances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premises 
(5) 

Notices 

Served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing  Apparel 
Making  etc.  Clean- 
ing and  washing  . . 

Household  linen 
Lace,  lace  curtains 
and  nets 

_ 

- 

— 

Curtains  and  furniture 
hangings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Furniture  and 
upholstery  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Electro-plate . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

File  making  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brass  and  brass 
articles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fur  pulling  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Iron  and  Steel 
cables  and  chains  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Iron  and  Steel 
anchors  and  grapnels 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cart  Gear  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Locks,  latches  and 
keys  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Artificial  flowers  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nets  other  than  wire 
nets 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tents.. 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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TABLE  XXII.  Showing  the  details  of  out-workers  for  1966. 
(Sections  133  and  134)— continued. 


Nature  of  Work 
(1) 

Section  133 

Section  134 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Tents 

_ 

___ 





— 

Sacks 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Racquet  & tennis  balls 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paper  Bags 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  making  of  boxes  or 
other  receptacles  or 
parts  thereof  made 
wholly  or  partially 
of  paper 

Brush  making  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pea  picking 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Feather  sorting 

— 





— 

. 



Carding,  etc.,  of 
buttons,  etc. . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stuffed  toys 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Basket  making  . . 



. 



_ __ 

Chocolates  and 
Sweetmeats  . . 

Cosaques,  Christmas 
stockings,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Textile  weaving 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lampshades 

' 

Total 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

It  was  not  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  action  under  Section 
47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  for  the  compulsory  re- 
moval of  any  person  in  need  of  care  and  attention  during  the  year. 

Superannuation  Act,  1937-53 

There  were  43  medical  examinations  carried  out  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  on  Council  employees  during  the  year  in  connec- 
tion with  the  above  Acts.  Three  of  these  medical  examinations  were 
in  respect  of  “ break-down  ” pensions.  It  is  noted  that  between  40 
and  50  medical  examinations  are  carried  out  yearly  under  the  above 
Acts  on  staff  and  manual  employees  of  the  Council  which  would 
indicate  a very  high  labour  turn-over  rate  for  an  authority  of  our 
size. 


Staff  and  Accommodation 

The  Public  Health  Department  offices  are  now  considered 
quite  adequate  for  present  needs. 

The  public  health  inspector  staff  has  been  at  full  strength 
during  the  year. 

The  Enforcement  Officer  under  the  Offices,  Shops  & Railway 
Premises  Act,  1963,  Mr.  J.  Craik,  has  made  a full  recovery  from 
his  serious  illness  and  returned  to  duty  at  the  early  part  of  this  year. 

It  is  noted  that  very  satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  during 
the  year  under  the  Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act,  by  Mr. 
Craik  and,  in  cases  where  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were  also 
applicable,  much  valuable  assistance  was  afforded  to  him  by  District 
Inspector,  Mr.  D.  H.  Thomas,  whose  enthusiasm  in  this  respect  is 
a great  asset  to  the  district. 

The  pupil  public  health  inspector,  Mr.  D.  K.  Seabourne,  is 
making  satisfactory  progress  and  is  now  in  his  second  year  of  study. 

Many  thanks  are  due  to  all  members  of  the  staff  for  their  good 
work  during  the  year,  and  especially  so  during  the  smallpox  out- 
break, when  things  were  rather  hectic. 

PUBLIC  ANALYST’S  REPORT 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  G.  V.  James,  m.b.e.,  m.sc.,  f.r.i.c..  Public 
Analyst  to  the  Council,  for  the  following  report  on  the  work  carried 
out  by  him  for  this  Authority  during  the  year  1966. 
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I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  1966.  In 
conformity  with  the  procedure  previously  adopted  the  work  has 
been  classified. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  : 

During  the  year  a total  of  155  samples  were  examined,  of  which 
88  were  informal  trial  samples,  the  balance  of  67  being  formal 
samples. 

Adulterations  and  Irregularities : 

Seven  adulterated  samples  were  received,  the  adulteration  rate 
being  4.51%,  which  is  a fall  of  about  0.9%  compared  with  1965. 
Details  of  the  adulterated  samples  are  as  follows  : 

(a)  A sample  of  milk  showed  some  floating  brown  particles 
identified  as  chocolate. 

(b)  A sample  of  white  bread  contained  dirt  and  soot. 

(c)  A sample  of  filleted  haddock  was  cod. 

(d)  A sample  cream  doughnut  contained  artificial  cream. 

(e)  A sample  of  jam  and  cream  sponge  contained  synthetic 
cream  and  was  not  so  marked. 

(f)  A sample  of  chocolate  contained  the  larva  of  a cocoa 
moth. 

(g)  A sample  of  steak  and  kidney  pie  contained  a bovine 
bristle,  which  would  not  have  been  there  had  the  meat 
used  been  better  trimmed  and  cleaned. 

Milk: 

Thirty-six  samples  were  taken  in  course  of  sale  to  the  public, 
the  average  composition  being  : 

Fat  3.75%.  Solids  Not  Fat  8.80%.  Total  Solids  12.62%. 

This  is  very  satisfactory.  One  sample  adulterated  as  described 
above. 

In  addition  to  the  routine  chemical  examination,  four  samples 
were  also  tested  for  the  presence  of  penicillin  and  other  antibiotics, 
which  were  absent  in  each  sample. 

Dairy  Products  Including  Ice  Cream  and  Ice  Lollies : 

Twenty-two  samples  of  ice  cream,  ice  lollies,  cream,  cheese 

dripping,  margarine,  yoghurt  and  related  products  were  all  satis- 
factory. 
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Meat  and  Fish  Products  and  Pastes : 

Twenty-four  samples  of  meat  and  fish  products,  including 
pies,  were  received  and  twenty-two  samples  were  genuine.  The 
remaining  samples  of  filleted  haddock  and  steak  and  kidney  pie 
were  adulterated  as  previously  described. 

Wine,  Spirits  and  Beverage  Preparations : 

Fifteen  samples  of  spirits,  coffee,  tea  and  other  preparations 
for  drinking  were  received  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Cereals  and  Farinaceous  Products  : 

Eleven  samples  of  bread,  buttered  toast,  cakes,  etc.,  were  sub- 
mitted and  8 proved  genuine.  Three  samples  were  adulterated  as 
mentioned  earlier. 

Jams,  Dried  Fruits  and  Mincemeat : 

Six  samples  of  this  class  of  product  were  examined  and  all 
conformed  with  the  various  statutory  requirements. 

Spices,  Sauces,  Chutneys  and  Vinegar : 

Six  samples  were  received  and  all  found  to  be  genuine. 

Sweets : 

Six  samples  were  received  and  five  were  satisfactory  for  human 
consumption,  but  one  sample  showed  the  presence  of  a living  larva 
of  the  cocoa  moth,  which  received  an  adverse  report. 


Drugs : 

Eight  samples  of  drugs  were  submitted  and  they  conformed 
with  the  declaration  on  the  label  or  the  requirements  of  the  B.P. 
or  B.P.C. 


Pesticide  Residues: 

Four  samples  of  apples  were  received  during  the  year  and  all 
were  free  from  these  residues. 


Miscellaneous : 

Seven  samples  of  unclassified  foodstuffs  including  canned  and 
bottled  vegetables  and  fruits,  were  received  and  conformed  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
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Water  Examination  : 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  continue  to  be 
made  regularly  on  the  sources  of  water  supplied  to  the  Urban 
District,  and  an  excellent  standard  of  purity  is  maintained.  As 
stated  in  previous  reports,  about  250  samples  were  examined  from 
all  sources,  being  submitted  by  both  the  Urban  District  and  the 
Water  Undertaking. 

Sewage  Disposal : 

Regular  samples  of  sewage  and  effluents  are  submitted  from 
the  Ponthir  Treatment  Plant  of  the  Eastern  Valley  (Mon.)  Joint 
Sewerage  Board,  and  the  results  are  good.  From  time  to  time 
industrial  effluents  do  put  a strain  on  the  Plant,  but  with  the  present 
extensions  this  should  cease  to  be  a problem. 

Radioactivity  : 

Samples  of  air  filters  continue  to  be  regularly  examined  in 
conjunction  with  the  County  Scheme,  and  the  results  show  no  in- 
crease in  the  Urban  District.  The  value  of  the  scheme  has  been 
proved  in  other  places  where  there  have  been  increases,  and  these 
have  been  correctly  ascribed  to  industrial  use  of  radioisotopes  or 
other  factors  during  the  year. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES— 1966 

I am  indebted  to  H.  D.  Linton,  Esq.,  c.eng.,  a.m.inst.c.e., 
a.m.inst.m.e.,  f.a.w.o..  Water  Engineer  and  Manager  to  the  Ponty- 
pool  and  District  Water  Company,  who  are  the  Statutory  Water 
Undertakers  for  this  Urban  District,  for  the  following  report  for 
1966. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  statistics  relating  to  the  Com- 
pany’s water  supply  for  1966. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  distributed  during  1966  was 

l, 020,000,000  gallons,  which  is  equal  to  approximately  2.79  m.g.p.d. 
The  rainfall  taken  at  Penyrheol  Reservoir  for  the  period  1st 
January  to  31st  December,  1966,  was  66.00  inches,  which  is  more 
than  average.  No  difficulty  was  experienced  in  providing  a full 
supply  throughout  the  year,  during  which  time  53,000,000  gallons 
were  taken  from  Glyn  Pits,  287,000,000  gallons  were  taken  from 
Llandegfedd  Reservoir,  and  680,000,000  gallons  were  taken  from 
the  Company’s  old  sources. 

The  Glyn  Pits  source  of  water,  which  has  been  an  important 
summer  supply  for  nearly  twenty  years,  had  to  be  closed  during 
the  autumn.  For  mining  and  safety  reasons  it  became  no  longer 
expedient  for  the  National  Coal  Board  to  continue  pumping  from 
the  Pits,  and  as  a consequence  the  Water  Undertaking  has  lost  a 
valuable  source  of  water.  Negotiations  are  in  hand  to  make  up  this 
loss  by  a new  abstraction  of  water  from  Springs  at  Pontnewynydd, 
which  rise  on  land  now  belonging  to  Pontypool  Urban  District 
Council.  The  Council  are  co-operating  with  the  Company  in  this 
proposal. 

Additional  pumping  plant  has  been  installed  in  the  existing 
Pumping  Station  at  Trevethin  to  enable  a continuous  supply  to  be 
provided  to  the  new  high  level  housing  in  that  area. 

All  the  Company’s  Filtration  and  Treatment  Stations  were 
operative  during  the  year  and  a high  quality  of  water  was  main- 
tained at  all  times.  The  average  chlorine  dose  was  1.0  p.p.m. 

Two  hundred  and  forty  eight  bacteriological  samples  were 
analysed  by  the  Public  Health  Analyst,  Dr.  G.  V.  James,  m.b.e., 

m. sc.,  f.r.i.c.,  and  382  Bacteriological  Samples  and  25  Chemical 
Samples,  as  well  as  1,500  routine  chlorination  residual  and  pH  tests 
were  made  by  the  Company’s  Chemist  during  the  year.  In  all,  2,155 
samples  of  water  were  dealt  with,  and  in  addition  regular  daily 
chlorination  residual  tests  were  taken  by  the  Plant  attendants  at 
all  sources  and  stations.  Also  4 Radio  Active  samples  were  analysed. 

There  is  no  measurable  fluoride  content  in  the  Company’s 
natural  waters. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

I am  indebted  to  J.  M.  Williams,  Esq.,  m.a.p.h.i..  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector  to  the  Pontypool  Urban  District  Council,  for  the 
following  report  for  1966. 


Water  Supply 

During  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1966,  the  Public  Health 
Department  took  a total  of  1 1 5 water  samples  for  bacteriological 
analysis.  Of  these  110  were  taken  from  taps  of  the  Pontypool  and 
District  Water  Company  mains.  One  hundred  and  eight  were 
satisfactory  and  two  were  unsatisfactory  for  treated  supplies.  The 
remaining  five  samples  were  taken  from  untreated  supplies  and  four 
were  unsatisfactory.  Boiling  instructions  were  issued. 


Swimming  Baths 

Both  the  open  swimming  baths  at  Pontnewynydd  and  Griffiths- 
town  continued  to  be  patronised  during  the  summer  months,  and 
the  following  shows  the  number  of  children  and  adults. 


Baths 

Adults 

Children 

Total 

Griffithstown 

2,098 

12,893 

14,991 

Pontnewynydd 

905 

8,051 

8,956 

Total 

3,003 

20,944 

23,947 

Troubles  were  experienced  at  Pontnewynydd,  where  water  was 
found  to  be  leaking  from  the  bottom  of  the  bath.  Works  were 
carried  out  by  the  Engineer  and  towards  the  end  of  the  season  the 
water  seemed  reasonably  stable. 

A sampling  programme  was  carried  out  and  a total  of  fifteen 
samples  of  bath  water  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tories for  bacteriological  analysis.  Twelve  were  satisfactory  and 
three  unsatisfactory. 

Regular  tests  were  also  made  for  chlorine  content  and  in  the 
mam  these  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Rodent  Control 


The  following  is  a summary  of  rodent  control  work  carried  out 
during  1966. 

Type  of  Property 
non- 

Properties  other  than  sewers  agricultural  agricultural 


1. 

Number  of  properties  in  district 

12,968 

87 

2. 

(a)  Total  number  of  properties  (in- 
cluding nearby  premises)  inspected 
following  notification  

752 

(b)  Number  infested  by  : 

(i)  Rats 

659 

— 

(ii)  Mice 

5 

— 

3. 

(a)  Total  number  of  properties  ins- 
pected for  rats  and/or  mice  for 
reasons  other  than  notification  ... 

7 

(b)  Number  infested  by  : 

(i)  Rats 

7 

— 

(ii)  Mice 

— 

— 

Disinfestation  Work 

The  following  number  of  treatments  for  vermin 
were  carried  out  during  1966  : 

or  insect  pests 

Bed  Bugs  

... 

...  10 

Cockroaches  

... 

2 

Flies  

5 

Ants  

...  15 

Wasps  

...  14 

Plaster  Beetles  

1 

Fleas  

5 

Lice 

1 

Total 

...  53 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  & RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

TABLE  A.  Registrations  and  General  Inspections. 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

Total 

number  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

Offices 

4 

105 

6 

Retail  shops  and  Warehouse 

8 

211 

58 

Wholesale  shops 

1 

4 

2 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens 

2 

26 

1 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

15 

347 

67 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to  registered 
premises  under  the  Act  — 292. 

In  this  schedule  “ general  inspection  ” means  : 

Any  inspection  of  premises  to  which  the  Act  applies,  which  is 
undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  all  the  relevant 
provisions  of  the  Act  and  instruments  thereunder  are  complied  with 
as  respects  those  premises;  and  “ registered  premises  ” means  any 
premises  in  respect  of  which  a notice  under  Section  49  of  the  Act 
has  been  received  by  a local  authority  or  by  the  Greater  London 
Council,  and  the  expression  “ premises  registered  ” shall  be  cons- 
trued accordingly. 
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TABLE  B.  Analysis  of  Contraventions. 


Section 

Number  of  Contraventions 
found 

Section 

Number  of  Contraventions 
found 

4 

Cleanliness  25 

13 

Sitting  facilities  3 

5 

Overcrowding  3 

14 

Seats 

(Sedentary  workers)  — 

6 

Temperature  34 

15 

Eating  facilities  3 

7 

Ventilation  13 

16 

Floors,  passage 

and  stairs  14 

8 

Lighting  19 

17 

Fencing  exposed 
parts,  machinery 

9 

Sanitary  conveniences  39 

18 

Protection  of  young 
persons  from  danger- 
ous machinery  2 

10 

Washing  facilities  29 

19 

Training  of  young 
persons  working  at 
dangerous  machinery  — 

11 

Supply  of  drinking 
water  5 

23 

Prohibition  of  heavy 
work  — 

12 

Clothing  accom- 
modation 12 

24 

First  aid 

General  provisions  24 

Totals  225 

TABLE  C.  Exemptions. 

Number  of  applications  received  : Nil. 

Number  of  applications  granted  : (i)  Space  Nil;  (ii)  Temp.  Nil; 
(iii)  San.  Conv.  Nil;  (iv)  Running  Water  Nil. 

TABLE  D.  Prosecutions.  Number  instituted  and  completed  during 


the  year. 


Section  of  Act  or  title 
of  Order  or  Regulation 

Number  of  persons 
or  companies  prose- 
cuted 

Number  of 
informations 
laid 

Number  of 
informations 
leading  to 
conviction 

Section  48  (1) 

1 

1 

1 

Number  of  complaints  (or  summary  applications  made  under 
Section  22)  — Nil. 

Number  of  interim  orders  granted  — Nil. 
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Workplace 

Number 

Reported 

Total  No. 
Investigated 

Action  Recommended 

. r 

i 

Fatal 

Non 

Fatal 

Prose- 

cution 

Formal 

Warning 

Informal 

Advice 

No 

Action 

Offices 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

Retail  shops 

Nil 

10 

10 

1 

Nil 

3 

6 

Wholesale  shops  and 
warehouses 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  public,  canteens 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Fuel  storage  depots 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals 

Nil 

12 

10 

1 

Nil 

4 

7 

Analysis  of  Reported  Accidents 


Offices 

Retail 

shops 

Whole- 

sale 

Ware- 

houses 

Catering 
Establish- 
ments open 
to  public 
canteens 

Fuel 

Storage 

depot 

Machinery 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Transport 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Falls  of  persons 

2 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Stepping  on  or  striking 
against  object  or  person 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Handling  goods 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Struck  by  falling  object 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Fires  and  explosions 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Electricity 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Use  of  hand  tools 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Not  otherwise  specified 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

The  data  enumerated  in  these  tables  represents  a fair  and  pleasing  progress 
towards  the  final  goal  of  having  all  premises  complying  with  the  Act.  It  has 
continued  to  be  noticeable  however,  that  employers,  whilst  carrying  out  the 
minor  requirements  of  the  Act  such  as  the  provision  of  thermometers,  etc.,  are 
tending  to  wait  for  the  detailed  inspection  by  the  Enforcement  Officer  before 
making  serious  attempts  to  bring  the  premises  into  complete  compliance.  This 
is  confirmed  by  reference  to  Table  B which  shows  that  major  items  such  as 
compliance  with  Section  9 and  10  of  the  Act  which  often  involve  structural 
alterations  to  the  premises  are  not  being  attended  to  without  pressure  from  the 
Public  Health  Department. 
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Measurement  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 

After  March  31st,  1966,  the  use  of  the  rainwater  deposit  gauges 
and  the  lead  peroxide  candles  was  discontinued.  Measurements  of 
smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  are  taken  with  a volumetric  apparatus 
sited  in  the  Public  Health  Department  which  is  located  in  the  town 
centre  of  Pontypool.  The  calculations  are  submitted  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  as  part  of  the  national 
survey. 

In  October,  1966,  a second  volumetric  apparatus  was  set  up 
at  the  Pontypool  College  of  Further  Education  which  is  sited  on 
high  land  to  the  south  east  of  the  town  centre.  Sufficient  results  are 
not  yet  available  to  make  comparisons  between  the  two  sites  but 
the  difference  in  height  above  sea  level  of  about  240  feet  should 
clearly  demonstrate  the  extent  of  the  pollution  between  the  town  and 
the  outlying  higher  communities. 

Food  and  Drugs,  1955 
1 . Food  Hygiene 

The  detailed  survey  of  all  food  premises  which  was  commenced 
at  the  end  of  1965,  was  continued  throughout  1966.  It  was  decided 
that  every  food  premises  should  receive  a very  full  and  detailed 
inspection  and,  allowing  for  pressure  of  work  in  other  fields,  it  is 
estimated  that  the  complete  survey  will  take  another  two  or  three 
years.  It  is  hoped  that  by  that  time  all  our  food  premises  will  be  in 
compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations,  1960. 

The  survey  has  clearly  exhibited  one  alarming  feature.  Despite 
the  fact  that  food  hygiene  regulations,  in  one  form  or  another,  have 
been  in  existence  for  at  least  10  years,  the  ignorance  displayed  by 
shop  keepers  with  regard  to  their  responsibilities  under  these 
regulations  can  only  be  described  as  startling.  This  must,  I feel,  be 
an  indictment,  not  only  on  local  methods  of  publicity  and  propa- 
ganda but  also  on  the  national  administration  who  have  not  used 
the  medium  of  television  to  the  extent  which  it  could  have  been 
used  for  getting  over  to  the  shop  keeper  his  responsibilities  and 
duties  to  the  public.  Our  survey  has  shown  that  it  is  becoming  more 
and  more  necessary  that  well-planned  educational  campaigns  of 
lectures  and  film  shows  should  be  accepted  as  a routine  part  of 
every  public  health  administration,  for  the  value  of  such  campaigns 
cannot,  I feel,  be  underestimated.  Whilst  some  considerable  time 
may  need  to  be  spent  in  the  preparation  of  the  type  of  material  used, 
the  eventual  outcome  will  lead  to  a far  greater  understanding  by 
food  handlers  of  their  responsibilities  towards  the  preservation  of 
the  good  health  of  the  public  they  serve , to  say  nothing  of  the  amount 
of  time  which  may  be  saved  by  the  reduction  of  what  amounts  to  on- 
site lectures  to  the  greater  number  of  individual  shop  keepers. 
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To  a great  extent,  I feel  that  the  key  to  an  improved  standard 
of  food  hygiene  is  with  the  ability  and  willingness  of  the  local 
authority  to  organise  suitable  educational  lectures  and  demonstra- 
tions and  to  invite  not  only  the  shop  keepers  and  other  food  handlers, 
but  also  members  of  the  public  as  well,  so  that  they  may  know  what 
standards  they  may  reasonably  expect. 

Below  are  given  the  inspection  figures  for  1966: 

Full  detailed  inspections  of  food  premises  . . . . 90 

All  types  of  visits  to  food  premises  . . . . . . 589 

(Reinspections,  visits  for  advice  following 
inspections,  etc.) 

Total  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  679 

The  following  shows  a breakdown  of  the  various  offences 
discovered  under  the  Food  Flygiene  (General)  Regulations.  It  will 
be  seen  that  in  no  cases  has  it  yet  been  necessary  to  resort  to  the 
Court  as  the  majority  of  the  offences  have  been  remedied  by 
persuasion,  although  the  Council  has  given  authority  to  proceed 
against  some  unresponsive  food  handlers. 


Number  of  offences  prosecuted  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 

Regulations. 


Reg. 

Number  of 

Offences  Convictions 

Reg. 

Number  of 

Offences  Convictions 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

20 

18 

Nil 

6 

44 

Nil 

21 

33 

Nil 

8 

24 

Nil 

23 

431 

Nil 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

24 

17 

Nil 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

25 

Nil 

Nil 

14 

124 

Nil 

26 

Nil 

Nil 

16 

117 

Nil 

27 

Nil 

Nil 

17 

42 

Nil 

28 

Nil 

Nil 

18 

14 

Nil 

29 

Nil 

Nil 

19 

112 

Nil 

30 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals 

Offences 

Convictions 

976 

Nil 

Number  of  premises 
disqualified 


Nil 


Periods  of 
disqualification 


Nil 
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2.  Sampling 

(a)  For  Analysis.  The  following  tables  show  the  work 
carried  out  during  the  year. 


No.  of  Samples  Unsatisfactory  Reports 

Legal 

Proceedings 

Instituted 

Total  No.  of 
Convictions 
Secured 

Formal 

Informal 

Analysis 

Labelling 

Food 

67 

72 

3 

Nil 

2 

2 

Drugs 

Nil 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of 

No.  Unsatisfactory 

Commodity 

Samples 

— 

Taken 

Analysis 

Labelling 

Milk 

31 

Nil 

Nil 

Cream 

6 

2 

Nil 

Soft  Drinks 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Wine  . . 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

Ice-Cream 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Sausages 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Meat  Products  . . 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Tinned  Meat  Products  . . 

23 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  Foods 

55 

1 

Nil 

Successful  prosecutions  were  sustained  against  the  vendors  of 
the  unsatisfactory  cream  and  of  cod  being  sold  as  filletted  haddock. 
In  the  case  of  the  other  unsatisfactory  cream,  the  company  had 
gone  into  voluntary  liquidation  and  no  action  was  taken. 

The  average  composition  of  the  31  samples  of  milk  was  as 
follows: 

Milk  — 3.49%  Fat:  8.78%  N.F.S. 

Channel  Island  Milk  — 4.32%  Fat:  9.13%  N.F.S. 

(b)  For  Bacteriological  Examination.  Total  number  of  all 
samples  taken  270. 


Result  of  ice-cream  samples: 


Mobiles 

Prem 

SES 

Grade 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Soft  Ice-Cream 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  Ice-Cream 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

41 

10 

2 

3 
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Other  Foods: 


Sample 

No. 

Taken 

No. 

Unsatisfactory 

Sausages 

Nil 

Nil 

Meat  Pies 

Nil 

Nil 

Sliced  Meat 

3 

Nil 

Flour  Confectionery  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Fresh  Cream  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Synthetic  Cream 

Nil 

Nil 

Milk 

205 

13 

Pasteurised  Egg 

5 

Nil 

(c)  For  Brucellosis.  Total  number  of  samples  taken  30. 
Result: 

Six  cows  showed  positive  to  ring  tests  but  only  one  was  con- 
firmed by  culture. 

Action  taken:  the  infected  cow  was  removed  from  the  herd. 

(d)  For  Excessive  Antibiotics  In  Milk 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  4.  Satisfactory  samples  4. 
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4.  Food  Complaints 

The  following  complaints  were  received  during  the  year: 


Article  of  Food 

Nature  of  Complaint 

Action  Taken 

Packet  of  wholemeal 
biscuits 

Alleged  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption 

Old  stock  but  not  unfit. 
Investigated  shop  and 
factory.  No  further  ac- 
tion. 

Loaf  of  bread 

Alleged  to  contain  a 
small  splinter  of  wood 

Investigated  at  factory. 
Splinter  from  wooden 
paddle  used  in  dough 
making,  minor  com- 
plaint. No  further 
action. 

A packet  of  sugar 

Alleged  to  contain 
maggots 

The  sugar  had  been 
stored  in  house  for  con- 
siderable time.  No 
action. 

Faggots 

Containing  a small  bone 
chip 

No  action. 

A loaf  of  bread 

Alleged  to  contain  a 
foreign  substance  in 
slices 

Analysis  showed  the 
foreign  body  to  be  soot 
and  mineral  oil. 
Prosecution:  fined  £10. 

A pint  bottle  of  milk 

Alleged  to  contain  a 
foreign  body 

Analysis  showed  that 
the  foreign  body  was 
milk  chocolate  which 
could  have  found  its 
way  into  the  opened 
bottle  in  the  house  of 
the  complainant.  No 
further  action. 

A packet  of  ground  rice 

Alleged  to  contain 
insects 

The  packet  had  been 
purchased  some  time 
before  discovery.  It  was 
found  however,  that  it 
had  been  in  stock  for 
about  four  years.  The 
shop  keeper  was  warned 
to  plan  better  rotation 
of  stock. 
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5.  Meat  Inspection 


Carcases  Inspected 
and  Condemned 

Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . . 

741 

Nil 

105 

5,287 

1,555 

Number  Not  inspected  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . . 

206 

Nil 

8 

419 

73 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

Cysticerci 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . . 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  refrigeration 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

6.  Unsound  Food  Surrendered  or 

Condemned 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Lbs. 

Meat  at  slaughterhouse 

. . 

2 

131 

Meat  at  wholesale  premises 

. . 

— 



Meat  at  retail  shops  . . 

. . 

— 

12 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

. . 





Canned  meat 



2 

76 

Fish 

Fruit  and  vegetables  . . 



Other  foods  . . 

— 

11 

10 

Total 

— 

17 

10 
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CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT 

ACT,  1960 


Local  Authority 
Sites 

Residential  Holiday 


1. 

Total  number  of  sites  as  at  31st  Dec.,  1966 

7 

Nil 

2. 

Number  of  caravans 

44 

Nil 

3. 

Number  of  private  sites  taken  over  by 
L.  A.  under  Section  24  (5) 

Nil 

Nil 

4. 

Number  of  permanent  sites  for  gypsies  and 
itinerants : 

(a)  in  operation  (illegally) 

3 

Nil 

Number  of  caravans 

14 

Nil 

(b)  contemplated 

1 

Nil 

(Min.  H.  & L.  G.  Circular  26/66) 

Number  of  caravans 

20 

Nil 

TENTED  CAMPING  SITES 

Private 

L.  A. 

1. 

(a)  Number  of  licensed  sites  as  at  31st 
Dec.,  1966 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Number  of  tent  pitches 

Nil 

Nil 

2. 

(a)  Number  of  unlicensed  sites  in  regular 
use  during  the  year 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Approximate  number  of  tent  pitches . . 

Nil 

Nil 

3. 

Number  of  sites  of  all  kinds  having 
satisfactory : 

(a)  water  supply 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  sanitary  accommodation 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  washing  facilities 

Nil 

Nil 

(d)  refuse  facilities 

Nil 

Nil 
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CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT 

ACT,  1960 

.. . s*  v*  7 •*  ’ . 

1.  Total  number  of  visits  made  to  all  sites  . . . . 38 

Privately  Owned 
Sites 

Residential  Holiday 

2.  Number  of  site  licences  operating  as  at 
31st  December,  1966: 


(a)  Individual 

2 

Nil 

(b)  Multiple  (more  than  three) 

1 

Nil 

3. 

Total  number  of  caravans 

26 

Nil 

4. 

Number  of  prosecutions — Section  1 
(i.e.  unauthorised  sites) 

Nil 

Nil 

5. 

Number  of  appeals  to  courts  against  site 
licence  conditions 

Nil 

Nil 

6. 

In  respect  of  separate  licence  conditions 
the  number  of 

(a)  Variations 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Cancellations 

Nil 

Nil 

7. 

Number  of  contraventions — Section  9 
(i.e.  breaches  of  licence  conditions) 

1 

Nil 

8. 

Number: 

(a)  Remedied  informally 

1 

Nil 

(b)  Prosecutions 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  Convictions 

Nil 

Nil 

9. 

Number  of  sites  made  subject  to  condition 
for  reducing  caravans  during  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1966 

Nil 

Nil 

10. 

Number  of  sites  made  subject  to  Section 
20  during  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1966  (termination  of  use  of  existing  site) 

Nil 

Nil 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


During  the  year  this  service  continued  to  be  operated  by  the 
Surveyor’s  Department.  The  system  of  collection  was  reorganised 
so  that  the  refuse  was  collected  from  each  household  once  a week. 
The  Council,  in  accepting  the  revised  scheme,  also  agreed  that  each 
house  should  have  a 2\  cubic  feet  standard  dust  bin  and  resolved 
that  the  duty  of  providing  such  bins  should  fall  on  the  occupiers. 
Notices  were  displayed  in  the  local  newspapers  informing  house- 
holders of  the  Council’s  requirements  and  since  the  Local  Authority 
will  have  to  serve  notices  under  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  it  is  anticipated  that  these  will  inevitably  cause  wide- 
spread objection. 

Some  members  of  the  Council  have  expressed  concern  at  the 
time  taken  in  securing  100%  provision  of  standard  dust  bins.  It 
must,  however,  be  clearly  understood  that  it  was  a Council 
resolution  that  this  method  would  be  used  rather  than  the  Council 
providing  the  bins  and  making  a charge  on  the  rates.  There  are  some 
13,000  houses  in  the  area  of  which  an  estimate  showed  that  50% 
were  without  bins  and,  in  the  light  of  the  experience  gained  so  tar, 
I cannot  see  a 100%  compliance  within  less  than  3 or  4 years. 

Consideration  was  also  given  during  the  year  to  the  various 
methods  of  refuse  disposal.  A sub-committee  visited  two  refuse 
pulverising  plants  being  operated  by  other  authorities  but  by  the 
end  of  the  year  the  Council  had  not  finalised  its  opinions  on  these 
matters.  Because  the  refuse  disposal  site  at  Talywain  was  near 
completion,  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  was  forced  to  seek  other 
sites  throughout  the  area. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  OF  THE  URBAN  AREA 


During  the  year  370  complaints  were  made  at  the  general  office 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  may  be  summarised  as  follows: 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises  (Visits  paid) 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Butchers’ Shops  ; . : ' ..  ..  ..  . 75 

Cafes  ..  . . ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Confectioners  . . . . . . . . . . 27 

Dairies  and  Pasteurising  Plants  ..  ..  ..  14 

Fish  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . 34 

Food  Complaints  . . . . . . . . 17 

•5 

Food  and  Drugs  (Chemical  and  Bacteriological) 

Samples  . . . . . . . . 390 

Grocers’  Shops  . . . . . . . . 209 

Greengrocers’  Shops  . . . . . . 70 

. 

Ice  Cream  Dealers’  and  Ice  Cream  Manufacturers’ 

Premises  . . . . . . 2 

Meat  Inspection  ..  ..  ..  . 55 1 

Mobile  Shops  (Hawkers)  . . . . . . 7 

Canteens  . . . . . . 2 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . 27 

Miscellaneous  Visits  . . . . j j 9 

Housing  (Visits  paid) 

Slum  Clearance  Inspections  . . 595 

Environmental  and  Overcrowding  Enquiries  . . 56 

Sanitary  Fittings  and  Structural  Defects  . . . 69 

Water  Supply  and  Pipes  . . . . 2 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  (Re-inspections,  etc.)  . . 584 

Improvement  Grants  . . . . 72 

Land  Charges  . . „ , 
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General  Sanitation  (Visits  paid) 


Accumulations 

Atmospheric  Pollution  (Smoke  Complaints  and 

53 

Observations) 

2 

Caravans,  Fairgrounds,  etc. 

61 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

..  211 

Keeping  of  Animals,  Birds,  etc. 

6 

Insect  Pests 

2 

Public  House  Urinals 

2 

Public  Conveniences 

1 

Public  Houses 

10 

Refuse  Tips 

— 

Rodent  and  Vermin  Infestation 

110 

Unclean  Premises 

3 

Water  Supplies  (Sampling,  etc.) 

113 

Watercourses 

3 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

74 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries 

64 

Factories  and  Outworkers  (Visits  paid)  . . 

31 

Shops  Act  Inspections 

— 

60 


METEOROLOGICAL  RECORDS 

I am  indebted  to  the  Council’s  Parks,  Cemetery  and  Allot- 
ments Superintedent,  W.  R.  Dadge,  Esq.,  for  the  following  in- 
formation, which  was  recorded  during  1966  at  Panteg  Cemetery. 


Month 

Rainfall 

in 

inches 

Number 
of  rain 
days  per 
month 

Highest 

temp. 

per 

month 

°F 

Lowest 

temp. 

per 

month 

°F 

January 

4.08 

11 

54 

16 

February  . . 

7.23 

21 

55 

29 

March 

1.61 

13 

60 

29 

April 

5.51 

16 

66 

29 

May . . 

3.64 

14 

78 

36 

June.. 

2.46 

14 

80 

48 

July 

1.46 

11 

82 

42 

August 

3.97 

16 

84 

42 

September  . . 

1.81 

10 

73 

40 

October 

6.24 

20 

68 

32 

November  . . 

3.49 

16 

57 

29 

December  . . 

5.01 

34 

54 

32 

Total  rainfall  for  1966  — 46.51  inches 

Total  number  of  rain  days  for  1966  — 186  days 


The  rainfall  for  the  previous  ten  years  was  as  follows: 


1956  — 42.99  inches 

1958  — 56.96  „ 

1960  — 73.00  „ 

1962  — 41.05  „ 

1964  — 30.39  „ 


1957  — 52.34  inches 

1958  — 58.76  „ 

1961  — 47.87  „ 

1963  — 40.91  „ 

1965  — 43.33  „ 


Highest  temperature  for  1966  — 84 °F 
Lowest  temperature  for  1966  — 16°F 
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